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ÁThe countryside is a spatial unit with an independent socio-economic structure, 
which includes agriculture, forestry, fisheries, game management, tourism, 
water management, waste management (Spitzer, 1980ȭs).

ÁThe countryside is generally characterized by agriculture, forestry and extensive 
land use, a high proportion of unused land and small settlements whose built 
environment is more closely related to the landscape, a behavior that adapts to 
nature (Cloke, 1985).

ÁNegative: everythingcountscountryside, that is not a city (Quendler, 1986)

ÁCountryside is a less populated area on the periphery that is at the center of 
development (Wytrzens, 1994)



1. Rural settlement - based on population density, if the 
population density of the settlement is <150 
inhabitants/km2
2. Rural area/region: population ratio of rural settlements 
aggregated to territorial level (territorial level 3, in 
Hungary: MEGYE):

ÁPredominantly rural if more than> 50% of the population lives
in rural settlements

Á It is intermediate if 15-50% of the population lives in rural 
settlements

ÁPredominantly urban, with less than 15% of the population 

living in rural settlements

https://www.oecd.org/cfe/regional-policy

https://www.oecd.org/cfe/regional-policy


ÁDensely-populated areas:
neighboring settlements, each with a population 
density>500 inhabitants/km2 and totalpopulation 
of 50,000 people

Á Intermediate areas: 
neighboring settlements that are not part of a 
densely populated area, each with a population 
density>100 inhabitants / km2, or with a total 
population in the vicinity of at least 50,000 
inhabitants or densely populated areas

ÁThinly-populated areas:
neighboring settlements, not part of a densely 
populated or intermediate areas









To protect 
RURAL VALUES 
endangered by 

Á MODERNISATION
Á GLOBALISATION
Á CLIMATE CHANGEȣ 

BUT WHAT VALUES?
0ÈÏÔÏȡ :ÓĕÆÉÁ -ÏÈÏÓ
www.mohoszsofia.hu



Á Ecological

Á Cultural

Á Community, human

cleanenvironment, biodiversity, healthyfood, 
agriculturalproducts, space, naturaland cultural
landscapes, etc.

folklore, built environment, traditional recipes, food, 
handicrafts, productionprocesses, lifestyle, minority
languages, customs, etc.

economicnetworks, livelihoods, socialnetworks, 
kinship, friendships, mutual trust, community, 
education, entrepreneurship, innovation, etc.



1957 ïtreaty of Rome

1962 ïCommon Agr. Policy (CAP)

Á Intensification

ïenough food

Á Industrialisation

- enough labour in cities

ÁStable agricultural incomes

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/60-years-of-common-agricultural-policy/

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/60-years-of-common-agricultural-policy/
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ÁParadigm
Thomas Kuhn: Structureof ScientificRevolutions



Old paradigm New rural paradigm

Objectives Competitivenessof 
agriculture / income

Competitiveness of rural areas,
Utilisationof (unused) local resources

Target
sector

Agriculture Ruralterritories, economy, society
(tourism, handicrafts, information and 
communication technology, etc.)

Main tools Aid Investments

Key actros National governments, 
farmers

Multilevel governance
(supranational, national, regional, local), 
A wide range of local stakeholders(public, 
private, NGOs)



ÁA shift from subsidizing declining sectors, areas, social 
ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÎ ÁÒÅÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ 
productive activity

ÁReconfiguration of local values as development 
resources

ÁDecentralized administration and management

ÁMulti -level governance

ÁSOCIAL INNOVATION- KNOWLEDGE/DEVELOPMENT





ÁEconomicgrowth/developmenthistorically
Ą basedon geographicdiscoveriesinvolvingnewresources
(land, minerals, human resources, etc.)
ÁĄ limited possibility, humanityranout of easilyavailablenew

resources(continents, people) a long time agoȣ 
ÁEconomicgrowth/developmentin a knowledgebasedsociety
Ą basedon innovationand knowledgedevelopment
ÁE.g. ɀsolarenergy, reminingwastedapms, etc. 

(GM Grossman- E Helpman, 1991)




